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COMPOSER’S NOTES

. This original piece was commissioned by the North Parish of North Andover to help celebrate their
350th anniversary. The words were provided by the minister of the church, Rev. David Blanchard...a good friend.
. The work is approximately 3:50 minutes in length (for the 350th!) and written for accompanied SATB Chorale.
. While creating the piece, | made several decisions:
- The overall feeling of the work should be joyous.
- Since the lyrics tell of the beginning of the North Parish, | created a ‘frontier’ type recurring motif.
- The verses lent themselves to be ‘through-composed’ instead of ‘strophic’.
- To help emphasize the story being told (the history of North Parish), | tried to utilize a slower melodic rhythm
and support it with a faster, more energetic accompaniment.
- Regarding vocal pitch ranges: | intentionally kept the soprano part in the lower register until the end.
The alto and tenor parts are not too high for either part while the bass part has some nice low notes.
. Overall, | consider this work to be very melodic while incorporating contemporary harmonies. After an initial
solemn statement of the main lyrical motif, the robust frontier musical motif is introduced and then used as the
‘glue’ between each of the through-composed verses. The extended Coda section is contrapuntal in nature,

finally reuniting harmonically for the ending.

. The premiere performance of this work took place November 4, 1995 at a celebratory concert at the church.
. The engraving of this work was done by the composer.
Namaste,

Matt Johnson

7,

www.MattJohnsonMusic.com
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TO SERVE THE LIVING GOD

Words by Rev. David Blanchard
Music by Matt Johnson

We firm again the ancient vow to serve the living God.

We firm again the ancient vow of those who’ve gone before...
to serve the living God.

Give thought to this our church, our church whose birth three centuries
ago called forth a faithful few who sought to serve the living God.

We firm again the ancient vow of those who’ve gone before...
to serve the living God.

Those faithful founders they built their Eden in a strange forbidden forest,
a new and wondrous land, to strive as best they could, to worship as they
would and still they served the living God.

We firm again the ancient vow of those who’ve gone before...
to serve the living God.

Through these centuries has it served. Inspired by earnest heart and
reasoned mind, we carry on the trust of those who've gone before. We
too have sought the way of truth and served as best we could, we’ve
served the living God, we serve the living God.

We firm again the ancient vow of those who’ve gone before...
to serve the living God. (repeat)

We reaffirm the ancient vow to serve the living God. (repeat)

We reaffirm the ancient vow of those who’ve gone before to serve
the living God.
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